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The Great Person ~Ishii Juji

Takanabe-Higashi J.H.S.
3rd Grade. Yumi Yokoyama

When he was six or seven years of age, Juji was dressed by his mother in a new ki-
mono with a fine belt for the harvest festival. “Now you look handsome! Why don't you
go outside and play?” said his mother. Juji ran over to the shrine, his heart beating
with joy. A small boy was sobbing near the gate of the shrine. “What's wrong, Matsu
kichi?” Juji asked. But he guessed from the way Matsukichi was dressed humbly in a
torn kimono with a rope for a belt, that he was being snubbed by his friends. “Stop
crying, Matsukichi, I'll give you my belt,” said Juji, taking off his belt for Matsukichi.
Then he led Matsukichi over to his friends, to join them and play.

In the evening, Juji went home only to be asked by his mother what had become of
his belt. Juji told her the truth honestly, though he feared that he might be scolded for
what he had done. But his mother gave him a gentle smile, and said. “Is that right?
Good for you. Matsukichi must have been very happy.” His mather’s response inspired
Juji to begin his volunteer work.

This is the well known story about Ishii Juji. As you know, he is one of the greatest
people from Takanabe. I have often been taught Mr. Ishii's teachings since my child-
hood. Now I respect him and I'm very proud of him.

There are words Mr. Ishii left: fii— To believe in each other, #— To love each
other, il— To live together in harmony. I always keep them in mind, and I try to do

my best to be a useful person for society.
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My thoughts on Ishii Juji

Takanabe-Nishi J.H.S.
3rd Grade. Yousuke Kurogi

After taking on the first child, “Sadaishi”, Ishii juji went on to save the lives of hun-
dreds and thousands of homeless or abandoned children.

Something happened when he was very young, to start him on the road to helping
children. When he was six or seven years old, he was wearing a new belt that his
mother had made for him, at an autumn festival. He saw a small boy crying at the gate
of a shrine. He knew that the boy was being shunned by his friends, because he was
wearing a belt made out of rope. He put his own new belt on the boy instead. 1 think
that ever since that time, Juji felt a need to care for people in trouble.

Ishii Juji burnt all his medical notes and textbooks, and quit his medical career . He
had studied hard for six years and worked only two years as a doctor. “Many people
aim to become a doctor, but there are few people who aim to save children in need”, he
thought. Who else could do that? To think only of others and not of themselves, before
‘volunteering’ was popular? I think Ishii Juji was special.

Five or six children, soon became ten, thirty, fifty, and one hundred. One day, when
there was no food left, Ishii Juji gave the children watered-down rice, and took nothing
himself. I think he was a strong and great man. The children of his orphanage grew up
to be useful members of society. He taught them Japanese, math and calligraphy in
the mornings and real work skills in the afternoons. When some children fought, told
lies or stole things, he had long talks with them.

Ishii Juji returned about four hundred abandoned children to their parents, and
moved the orphanage from Okayama to Chausubaru in Miyazaki.

Ishii Juji became very ill. He took his last breath on January thirty-first,1914.

These days, there are more and more people who think only of themselves, even when
others are in trouble. We hear of bullying in schools, and people treating their own
children badly. Nowadays too, we should listen to Ishii Juji. No matter how good our
intentions, we cannot help others without the strength and belief to carry actions
through.
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