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The Great Person ~Ishii Juji

Takanabe-higashi J.H.S.
3rd grade Chie Kuroiwa

When he was six or seven years of age, Juji was dressed by his mother in a new ki-
mono with a good belt for the harvest festival. "Now you look handsome! Why don’t you
go outside and play?" said his mother. Juji directed his steps toward the shrine, his
heart beating with joy. A small boy was wimpering near the gate of the shrine "What’s
wrong, Matsukichi?" Juji asked. But he guessed from the way Matsukichi was dressed
humbly in a torn kimono with a rope for a belt that he was being snubbed by his
friends. "Stop erying, Matsukichi, T'll give you my belt, "said Juji, taking off his belt for
Matsukichi. Then he led Matsukichi over to his friends to join them and play.

In the evening, Juji went home only to be asked by his mother what had become of
his belt. Juji told her the truth honestly, though he feared that he might be scolded for
what he had done. But his mother gave him a gentle smile and said. "Is that right?
Good for you. Matsukichi must have been very happy." His mother’s response inspired
Juji to begin his volunteer work.

This is the well known story about Ishii Juji. As you know he is one of the greatest
people from Takanabe. I have been often taught Mr. Ishii’s teaching since my child-
hood. Now I respect him and I'm very proud of him.

There are words Mr. Ishii left : {5 —To believe in each other, 2 —To love each other,
fi1—To live together in harmony’. I always keep it in mind and I try to do my best to

be a useful person for society.
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The life of Juji Ishii

Takanabe-nishi J.H.S.
2 rd grade Mami Hayashi

Juji Ishii was born in 1865, in Babanoharu, Takanabe Town, in Miyazaki perfecture.
Juji was an ambitious boy and wanted to be a naval officer. So he went to a school in
Tokyo called Kogyokusha, but a year later, he fell ill and was not able to fulfill his
dream.

He returned to his village and decided to work on the barren land with his friends
but a typhoon came and destroyed everything. He then changed jobs and worked as a
secretary at the Miyazaki Police Office, but even this job did not satisfy him. One day
when he was sick, he met a doctor, Dodohei Ogiwara, who entouraged him to become
a doctor.

When he was eighteen years old, Juji studied medicine and Christianity at Koushu
Medical Institute and went back to his hometown during the summer holidays. In his
town, he established a school called Babano-haru-asaban school where young villagers
could study. During the day, they would work in the fields and then study together at
night. Juji was greatly respected by all the villagers.

One day Juji found a boy and a girl dressed in shabby kimonos at the temple. They
looked up at Juji with fear and anxiety on their faces. The instant Juji gave rice-balls
to them, these children wolfed them down. That night their mother was also at the
temple. She said to Juji with fear-filled eyes, "We are living our lives as beggers with
no place to stay nor relatives to rely on. Wherever we go, people throw stones at us and
make us go away. Sir, we can't keep on living this way. I implore you to take care of
this boy." Juji went home. His heart was full of sympathy. "Shinako, my dear, can't we
do something for them?" Juji said to his wife. She answered in a compassionate tone,
"Just one boy would not be too much trouble!" They decided to adopt the boy named
Sadaichi and bring him up. More and more people heard about this and Juji was asked
to look after many children. Later, he set up "The Orphan Education Association.”

I'm proud of Juji Ishii, because he is an outstanding person who came from my town.
He is one of the great men who contributed to the progress of the Japanese welfare sys-
tem. Juji's statue continues to look down warmly on us. The people of Takanabe will

never forget his spirit.
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