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Juji Ishii was born in 1865, in Babanoharu, Takanabe Town, in Miyazaki pre-
fecture. Juji was an ambitious boy and wanted to be naval officer so he went
to a school in Tokyo called Kogyokusha. But, a year later he fell ill and was
not able to fulfill his dream.

He returned to his village and decided to work on the barren land with his
friends but a typhoon came and destroyed everything.

He then changed jobs and worked as a secretary at the Miyazaki Police
Office but even this job did not satisfy him. One day when he was sick, he
met a doctor, Dodohei Ogiwara, who encouraged him to become a doctor.

When he was eighteen years old, Juji studied medicine and Christianity at
the Koushu Medical Institute and went back to his hometown during the sum-
mer holidays.

In his town he established a school called Babano - haru - asaban - school
where young villagers could study. During the day they would work in the
fields and then study together at night. Juji was greatly respected by all the
villagers. Thanks to Juji, many changes have been made to the Japanese wel-
fare system. Children are protected by laws and those without parents are
looked after in care centers. Juji's statue can be seen in Takanabe town. The
people of Takanabe will never forget Juji's spirit.
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